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INTRODUCTION

This volume is titled “Pratten Legacy” based on a stamp on the inside cover which reads: “H. -L. -F. Guermonprez. ‘Pratten Legacy.’ 1889.” 
Henry Leopold Foster Guermonprez (1858-1924)1 was a self-taught naturalist and botanist. He began his collecting activities in the 1880’s 
which corresponds to the date in the stamp. I have not found any references which detail the relationship between Guermonprez and the Pratten 
family. Other musical items with the same “Pratten Legacy” stamp have been found in the British Library, Oxford University Bodleian Library, 
Royal Academy of Music in London, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, and at least one item was auctioned by Bonhams. Based on the 
inscriptions in these other items it appears that they were all originally owned by William Sidney Pratten (1820-1882), a piano prodigy and the 
son of Stephen Pratten (1799-1845).  The items in this volume could have been collected by Stephen or William, but of all the “Pratten Legacy” 
items found this is the only one with guitar music.

Known or estimated dates of publication have been listed for the printed editions and some of the manuscripts have specific dates inscribed. 
Considering that none of the items can be dated after the 1830’s I think it is likely that most of these items were collected by Stephen Pratten 
himself, and bound together perhaps by Stephen or later by his son William.

The printed editions published by or dedicated to Huerta in this volume were newly engraved for the Huerta book I published with Javier 
Suárez-Pajares in 2006.2 Stephen Pratten was listed as Huerta’s student in Bristol newspapers in the 1830’s and Stephen even promoted Huerta’s 
concerts in Bristol.3

Robert Coldwell, 2020

 1  ‘An unselfish student of the world around us,’ Chichester Observer, 2016, https://www.chichester.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/retro/unselfish-student-world-around-us-872748 
and ‘Changing Times | Self-taught naturalist uncovered town’s past,’ Bognor Regis Post, 2018, https://www.bognorregispost.co.uk/2017/04/changing-times-self-taught-naturalist-
uncovered-towns-past/, (accessed 16 December 2020).

2  Suárez-Pajares, J., & Coldwell, R. (2006). A. T. Huerta Life and Works. DGA Editions.

3  Britton, Andrew. (2010). The Guitar in the Romantic Period: its musical and social development, with special reference to Bristol and Bath. Royal Holloway College, University of 
London.
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